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F R A N C E  E - I NV O I C I N G   ·   M A Y  2 02 6  U P D A T E

Four official updates.

One week.
Here is what changed, why it matters, and what your team needs to do.

1

External Specs v3.2

PDPs must now submit hourly, no more individual documents to the PPF

the PPF

OFFICIALLY CONFIRMED

2

AFNOR XP Z12 final update

The last version of France's 44+ use case standards drops before September

September

EXPECTED END OF MAY

3

FD Z42-029 - Archiving guidance

New AFNOR document: 10-year retention, original format, EU storage

PUBLISHED 12 MAY

04

VAT pre-filling delayed to 2029

A key reform promise is postponed, rebuild your business case now

OFFICIALLY CONFIRMED

→  Swipe through. Each slide = one update + one action.

4
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O F F I C I A L L Y  P U B L I S H E D   ·   30  A P R I L  2 0 2 6

PDPs can no longer submit

individually to the PPF

External Specifications v3.2 introduce mandatory hourly batching (lotting). Accredited 

Accredited platforms must aggregate all submissions before sending to the PPF. Individual 

Individual document submissions are no longer permitted.

WH A T  IT  IS

Mandatory “lotting”: PDPs must group and submit invoices hourly, not individually.

WH Y IT  M A T T E RS

It changes the technical architecture of every accredited platform. This is not a config change.
change.

WH A T  T O  D O

If evaluating a PDP: ask about their lotting architecture today. This is a build requirement, not a 
setting.

Officially confirmed: French tax authority (DGFiP) — External Specifications v3.2



3/9

A F N O R  S T A ND A R D S   ·   F I NA L  U P D A T E  E X P E C T E D  E N D  O F  M A Y

The final technical

standards before

September 1

AFNOR publishes the final version of XP Z12-012, -013, and -014 by end of May. These define 

formats, APIs, profiles and all 44+ documented transaction scenarios for the mandate.

XP Z12-012

Formats and profiles for all document types: e-invoices, e-reporting, lifecycle statuses and business rules.

XP Z12-013

Recommended API between accredited platforms and client systems. Reduces variability between solutions.

→  Agriculture or food sector? Review the new Z12-014 use cases before finalising your platform integration.
integration.

XP Z12-014

Full usage guide: nominal workflow, 44+ use cases. New: agriculture and food industry scenarios added.
scenarios added.
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N E W  P U B L I C A T I O N   ·   A F N O R  F D  Z 4 2 - 0 2 9   ·   1 2  M A Y 20 2 6

Archiving is not an afterthought.

AFNOR just made it official.

AFNOR published FD Z42-029 on 12 May 2026, a practical guidance document on archiving 

archiving electronic invoices under the 2026 reform. Made freely available for all French businesses 

French businesses thanks to FnTC and eFutura. 

10Y

10-year mandatory retention

Article L102 B LPF. Invoices must be kept for 10 years in 

years in their original format. No exceptions.

FMT

Original format — no conversion

Factur-X must be archived as PDF/A-3 with embedded 

XML. Converting to plain PDF destroys its probatory 

value.

3P

Integrity, authenticity, readability

Three cumulative guarantees of probatory archiving. 

archiving. Your system must demonstrate all three,  not 

three,  not just storage.

EU

EU storage, full tax authority access

Storage can be anywhere in the EU. Tax authorities must 

authorities must have uninterrupted access at all times.

times.

→  Download FD Z42-029 free at boutique.afnor.org & share with your IT and legal archiving team today.
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O F F I C I A L L Y  C O NF I R M E D   ·   V A T  P R E - F I L L I NG

A key promise

of the reform

is postponed.

No earlier than 2029
VAT return pre-filling based on PPF data -confirmed not live before 2029

This was presented as a key simplification benefit:  VAT returns pre-populated from invoice data. 

invoice data. That benefit is now confirmed delayed by at least 2 -3 years.

It does not affect the mandate itself, but it changes the business case arguments for early adoption.

→  Remove pre-filling from your business case. Reframe around data quality, audit readiness and 
operational control.
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D E C I S I O N  G A T E   ·   E N D  O F  M A Y  2 0 26

The PDP list drops

this month.

Are you ready to choose?

The first official list of accredited Plateformes Agréées is expected from DGFiP before end of 

before end of May. With September 1 now weeks away, this is the moment to finalise platform 

finalise platform selection.

Pilot phase is live now:  26 Feb to 31 Aug 2026

Voluntary pilot window is open. Test your real invoice flows before the mandate kicks in.

1.  Shortlist PDP candidates now - do not wait for the list to start evaluating

2.  When the list drops, you finalise - you don’t start

3.  Register in the PPF directory and enter the pilot before August 31

Expected: DGFiP — publication before end of May 2026



7/9

W H A T  T H I S  M E A N S  F O R  Y O U R  O P E R A T I O NS

September 1 is not

a future problem.

CFO / FINANCE
€50 per non-compliant invoice (tripled from €15). E-reporting failures: €500 per 

submission. Both capped at €15,000/year. Plan for this now.

TAX  MANAGER
Pre-filling is out until 2029. 4 new mandatory invoice fields apply from your go-live 

date. Full reporting remains your responsibility.

ERP / IT TEAM
Hourly batching + new AFNOR use cases = build work. Validate XML outputs against 

outputs against Z12-012. Test your PDP connection in the pilot window.

AP TEAM

From September 1, every supplier invoice must arrive via an accredited platform. PDF 

platform. PDF by email is no longer compliant. Your inbox needs to change.

change.

→  Next slide: your readiness checklist
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F R A N C E  2 0 2 6   ·   R E A D I N E S S  C H E C K L I S T

Run this check

before June.

PLATFORM PDP shortlisted and evaluated against your invoice volume, sector and ERP

FORMATS UBL, CII or Factur-X output confirmed from ERP:  validated against XP Z12-012

LOTTING Your PDP confirmed to support hourly batching to PPF (v3.2 requirement)

DIRECTORY Company registered in PPF directory as a receiver: mandatory for all from Sept 1

ARCHIVING 10-year archiving architecture defined: original format, integrity, EU storage (FD Z42-029)

AP INBOX Dedicated receiving setup confirmed:  PDF by email no longer valid from Sept 1

GOVERNANCE Cross-functional owner named: Tax, Finance, IT and Legal aligned on scope

PILOT Enrolled in or planning entry to voluntary pilot window (Feb — Aug 2026)

Orange = critical before September 1. All others: complete before July.
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Y O U R  A C T I O N  P L A N   ·   F R A N C E  20 2 6

What companies should do now
Turn this week's France updates into a readiness plan

1

Redesign for hourly batching

Prepare for mandatory hourly invoice reporting.

2

Retest formats, APIs and use cases

Ensure Z12-012 compatibility across all flows.

3

Do not rely on near-term VAT pre-filling

No earlier than 2029: plan for full reporting.

4

Validate PDP shortlist and fallback plan

Expect accreditation list end of May 2026.

5

Design archiving now - not later
10-year retention: architecture decisions today 
(FD Z42-029).

6

Align Tax, Finance, IT and Legal ownership

Readiness is a cross-functional mandate.

When to contact Revo
Before platform selection. During design and build. When setting up governance, controls and change 

management. Before go-live. When testing audit readiness.

“ France 2026 readiness is now about architecture, controls and timing.
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